Village News
The season of lent is about more than just
giving up wine and chocolate.
–
looking forward to that. I
have very much enjoyed
my first month as Rector
of the “Wulfric Benefice” (Crewkerne and five
villages) – not least, services in Haselbury
Plucknett and North Perrott and visits to the schools.
Thanks to every one of you for the
warm welcome I’ve had.
Meanwhile, we are coming up
to Lent – which sometimes, of
course, just seems a good opportunity to cut down on chocolate or
wine. But we also know that it’s
somehow to do with God. Does that
mean he is all about getting us to
‘give things up’ and spoiling the
fun? Well – no.
Yes, the Christian faith does
call us to give (some) things up –
but only so our hands are empty
and ready to receive a better gift
instead.
And if the Christian faith is
true, God’s gift is better than anything in this world. We find that
difficult to believe. But what about
free forgiveness bought by Christ –

a free pass into infinite joy?
‘Heaven’– the deepest joy, with no
regrets, nothing to spoil it, never
coming to an end, and Christians
know that we begin to taste that
even now. It is difficult to think of a
better gift.
The thing is, though, we can’t
receive it if we are holding on to
things we want more.
And we easily do that. The
Christian writer C.S. Lewis wrote:
“We are half-hearted creatures,

fooling about with drink and sex
and ambition when infinite joy is
offered us, like an ignorant child
who wants to go on making mud
pies in a slum because he cannot
imagine what is meant by the offer
of a holiday at the sea. We are far
too easily pleased.”

Which takes us back to Lent.
Lent is really not about giving up
chocolate – but giving up the “mud
pies” – an annual reality check to
make sure we have empty hands,
ready to receive “infinite joy”.
With best wishes and prayers
C.J. Davis
Rector of the Wulfric Benefice

Yesterday’s beers live on in Claycastle
Tony Davies’s brew revives more than the spirits. It
brings back the flavours and smells of the 1800s.
Walk through Haselbury on a winter’s afternoon and don’t be surprised by the smell of hops in the
air. There is a brewery close by.
I have a bottle of beer sitting
on my kitchen table waiting for me.
I tell myself I am letting it settle,
but the truth is I am scared to
drink it. It was made by Tony Davies, Haselbury resident and brewer of historic beers. It is called Old
Tom, first brewed
in1899. It is very strong
(10%) I have been
warned, it is also very
dark brown and ominous looking. But I
have sworn to drink it
and so must overcome
these irrational fears.
How else will I know
how it tastes?.
Tony brews old beers from
recipes dating back to the late
1800s, and early 1900s. Beers
brewed before 1914, when the quality changed. Before World War I
beers were strong, flavourful, and
particular to their regions – the
hops, malts, yeasts and above all
the water made the difference. The
quality went down with lesser ingredients, the alcohol content went
down because the tax on alcohol
was introduced. Beer became a different drink. So Tony goes back to
the old recipes. On the day I visited

he was preparing a brew quietly in
the utility room at the back of the
house. Warm hoppy smells filled
the air as the mixture was heated
to precise temperatures and kept
there over time. “I make beer in the
winter,” says Tony, explaining the
flies don’t bother so much and the
process works better. I ask how all
this started. “My dad brewed beer,”
says Tony – as if that explained
everything. “Is it
chemistry or taste?” I
wonder. He says,
“Taste,” but the equipment and thermometers, the carefully
measured ingredients
and timings, speak to
the chemistry. He does
it because it is fun, it is
his hobby.
He is not a big drinker himself but bottles of beer make good
presents. How do you recreate
beers that haven’t been brewed for
a century? The source is the
Durden Park Beer Club so called
because back in 1971 a group took
to meeting in a Southall park cricket pavilion. The Club members set
about researching and testing the
old recipes and eventually published a book which fell into Tony’s
hands and his garage, stacked with
specialist beers, is testament to the
brewing that followed.

–

Elections happening in May
Don’t underestimate the importance of your Parish
Council in shaping the priorities of your community.
On 5th May both villages will go to
the polls to elect their respective
Parish Councils. If you want to be
more involved in local matters, this
is your chance to put yourself forward. Parish Councils can be an important voice in
making local views
known and heard.
They are well
known for their role
in planning consent,
in crime prevention,
and roads and highways, but their
influence can extend more widely
as their views and concerns have to
be considered by other layers of local government. They can be influential when important decisions are
being taken.
Haselbury has nine parish
councillors and North Perrott five.
Those interested are encouraged to
talk to the current Chairs, and existing councillors (there are lists of
Parish Councillors and their contact details on each parish website
see below). To be eligible you need
to be at least 18 years old, a British, Commonwealth or European
Union citizen and live, own property or work within three miles of the
parish and be on the electoral roll.
For the full detail of the rules (and
the rules are strict, including reasons for disqualification) check out
the Electoral Commision website.

You can get the paperwork for your
application either from the Electoral Commission website or by
contacting the Parish Clerk which
in both cases is Lucy Gibbons
(email address on
the Parish Council
websites see below).
If more names are
put forward than
there are posts, then
the election follows.
And if you feel that
you might not be
well enough known in the village if
there were an election, you can canvas the electorate (though you are
not obliged to). If you do, first check
out the rules on canvassing, and be
sure to keep accounts as you will
have to report on expenditure.
The key time and date is
4.00pm on 5th April 2022. That is
the deadline for submitting the paperwork, signed by a proposer and
a seconder, and the would-be candidate and delivering it to the Returning Officer at District Council’s
office in Yeovil.
Would-be voters need to be on
the electoral roll for the parish by
the 14th of April.

Haselbury Wild Life and Habitats Group
“It was one
of those
March days
when the
sun shines
hot and the
wind blows
cold: when it
is summer
in the light and winter in the
shade,” Great Expectations by
Charles Dickens. He knew March.
As everything is beginning to
wake up and take notice then so
should we. Look, listen and be glad
for we have so much in our villages.
Yes, there is a lot more to be done
to help our wildlife. Many of us are
doing what we can and will continue to do so, and it will make a difference.
The Small Brook along
Claycastle is in a very sorry state,
so we shall be working there, water
voles permitting, to improve their
habitat and corridor. We have various nest boxes to put up, trees to
look after and hopefully a project in
The Park. We will continue to im-

prove the access to Glebe Field and
do more surveys of hedges, bats and
dormice. Our recent check on dormouse boxes gave us one confirmed
dormouse nest but others had blue
tits, field mice or bees in them, so
are being used. We check these boxes in the winter when dormice are
hibernating in the roots of trees and
hedges. This way we don’t disturb
them.
We are currently designing
the information board for the, now
completed, avenue of trees on
Claycastle Lane and will be monitoring the trees carefully for the
next few years.
Look out for our birdbox walk
which will be available soon.
On 14th February in Abbotsbury, I
saw two tortoiseshell butterflies,
two ladybirds, two wasps, lots of
wild honey bees, some bumble bees
and some frogspawn.
So, for now, enjoy the onset of
spring and please let us know what
you see and hear, even if it is several weeks later than Abbotsbury
Alison Scott 01460 72973

Weather Notes
January was very dry, the 28.5mm
being 28% of normal; only three
rain days in the last three weeks.
The mean temperature of 5.4C was
0.8C below average, the warmest
day was 13.9C. A sunny month with
the 86 sun hours, 116% of normal.
No sign of snow. The Met Office

projections suggest that by the
2040s, only the highest spots in
Scotland will have settled snow.
Our grandchildren won’t know
what a snowman

·
·
·
·
·
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Environmental Champions
I thought I’d write about the pros
and cons of renewable energy. It is
a subject that leaves people, including me, confused.
We know we should not be
using fossil fuels but what are the
realistic alternatives?
In general terms, renewable
energy will not run out, may save
money, benefits the environment,
leads to cleaner air and water, creates jobs and lowers reliance on other countries. So far so good. But, the
upfront costs are high, there are
geographic limitations, they are not
always carbon-free, some cannot
provide a consistent source of power, some are detrimental to wildlife
and habitats.
Here is what I have discovered:
Solar panels: These are good if
made from non-hazardous materials
(many are not) and if used on roofs
or over car parks. They are more
problematic in solar farms where
they can cause soil erosion and compaction and, although sheep don’t
mind grazing under them, the solar
farms cause alteration in land use
and habitat loss. The panels are
only effective for about 25 years before they need to be replaced.
Wind Turbines: More efficient than
solar panels but they still rely on
the weather. They too last for about
25 years and can be a threat to
wildlife. It can be difficult for farmers to work around them and so
they are placed in more remote land
areas where the sight and sound of
them impacts fewer people and

where the
land is
used by
roaming
livestock
and wildlife, or out
at sea.
There is a
lot of fossil
fuel used in their construction and
ocean turbines cause catastrophic
damage to the seabed. At the end of
their life the components can be
recycled but the fibreglass blades
end up in landfill.
Hydro: A hydroelectric station is
expensive to build but has a long
life with minimal maintenance. It
can manage flooding, has low emissions and is not reliant on weather.
But they too can be an environmental threat damaging wildlife habitats and obstructing fish migration.
Biomass: Electricity is generated
from organic matter. A biomass
plant needs a lot of space. It is a
good way of using organic waste but
it still releases methane and CO2.
And there is a risk that its need for
fuel ends up creating environmental
damage.
Air and ground sourced heat
pumps, geothermal and nuclear
power: subjects for another day. My
conclusion, is that at this point solar panels in the right places are
our best option. But there is still
much need for more research.
Alison Scott
Alijoscott@gmail.com

–

-

Haselbury Plucknett Women’s Institute
On Wednesday 2nd March at 2.30pm
in Haselbury Church (please note
change of time), Pam Thomas will
give us an afternoon of, ‘Craft,
Cooking and Chat’. To complete the
alliteration there will be cake too.
Come prepared to be regaled by
Pam and to pick up some handy
tips.
Female guests from
Haselbury and North Perrott are
welcome at any meeting, with no
obligation to join. For any
information about our meetings,
please contact Gill on 01460 271134
or Barbara on 01460 73141.
At our February meeting we
were delighted to host Maggie and

Sue from the Yeovil Hospital Breast
Cancer Unit Appeal. As a result of
hearing about the new Breast
Cancer Unit at Yeovil, for which
£2m has already been raised, we
are keen to help raise the
remaining £500,000. Any old
jewellery or watches can be
recycled, repaired and sold at
auction. The local contact is Pauline
Bland, Appledurcombe, North
Street, who will willingly receive
donations on behalf of the charity.
Empty out your old boxes; mass
market, vintage. costume,
particularly big brooches, designer
jewellery; antique silver & gold;
watches. All are welcome.

-

-

The Gardening Club
If you give up chemicals what should you do to protect
your plants. Bryan Atherton offers some advice.
Pesticides are chemicals and toxic
can be purchased online. A patch
poisons used to kill insects, weeds,
of nettles encourages ladybirds
fungi, and manage the nature
to lay their eggs.
around. Pesticides can help remove
· Use floating row covers for
pests, but they do not discriminate
plants – the white fabric covers
between pests, soil organisms or
that let sun and rain in but keep
microbial life. This means that beninsects out.
eficial pollinators and insects such
· Construct netting cages for fruit
as bees and ladybirds also die when
and vegetables.
pesticides are used. Furthermore, if
· Pick and squash the predators
you have any children or dogs that
· Use organic pesticides, such as
play in an area that has been exsoap solution
posed to pesticides, it can lead to
· Use resistant varieties of plants
health complications.
· Ensure soil is healthy.
But the pests cannot be left
· Make your own compost.
unchecked, if you do nothing they
· Lay down slug barriers.
will very quickly devastate plants.
There are plenty of ways to make a
The times I have stood in despair,
garden safer and healthier place.
looking at freshly planted seedlings Happy gardening.
or worse still the stumps left by
Bryan Atherton
slugs, or a leafless gooseberry bush
stripped by sawfly, a whole crop of
Gardening Club Meeting
carrots blackened by carrot fly.
What can we do?
“Colour in the Garden Without
Stop using pesticides and you
Flowers”
may lose some crop or plants but
7.30pm Tuesday 15th March
the amount can be controlled and
Hoskyns Memorial Hall
your yearly costs will lower. Birds
and small mammals will be safer.
The speaker is Philip Gamble .
But if you choose that route then
Head Gardener of the Pecorama
here are some other positive, nonMillennium Garden at Beer, Seachemical steps that will help:
ton, Devon, UK, working with gar· Encourage a healthy insect population. Two voracious predators den designer Naila Green.
New members will be welcome.
of thrips are ladybirds and laceContact Chair Pete Bland 01460
wing. The lacewings population
is under threat. Lacewing larvae 72764

-

-

-
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The Little Curtain Workshop
BEAUTIFUL FABRICS, HANDMADE
CURTAINS,
BLINDS & SOFT FURNISHINGS

t: 07891 115140
e: kathyjrobins@yahoo.co.uk
www.thelittlecurtainworkshop.co.uk

-

-

-
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Change is….
A selection of poems written by
the children of
Haselbury Plucknett
Primary School
Change comes to us like fluffy clouds floating,
It arrives whether we want it or not.
Change is like a growing seed spreading far and wide,
It can bring gifts of truth or those undesired.
Change spreads like colourful leaves falling,
It is a raindrop dancing on grass.
Change is a pea jumping out of his pod,
It is like crashing waves resting peacefully in the sand.
Change is the warming sun fading as the moon approaches,
It is the taking of a moment as quick as a thief.
Change is a gentle stream humming a tune.
Change is around each corner we turn,
But change can be helpful, it doesn’t have to be feared.
Summer Swaffield
Change comes to us like a sunset,
It arrives and departs whether we want it to or not.
Change is a pea jumping out of its pod,
It can bring gifts of value or those undesired.
Change is a rain drop dancing in the sun,
It is a sloth swinging from branch to branch.
Change is leaves hoping not to fall,
It is the snowman melting as quickly as a snail.
Change is around every corner we turn,
But change can be helpful, it doesn’t have to be feared.
Robbie Bloomfield
Change comes to us like an unstoppable train,
It comes to us whether we want it or not.
Change is a tree stretching and yawning.
Change is that tree sprinkling leaves in the early summer’s morning.
Change is a butterfly fluttering and bewitching,
It is the shedding of a moment as slow as a slimy slug.
Change is the icebergs crying into the sea,

It is penguins huddling close waiting for warmth.
Change is the hands of a clock running round and round and round,
It is the moment of a thief taking something.
Change is a dry desert, really hot, waiting for rain to fall with a drop,
Everywhere we go, every corner we turn change is hiding somewhere
waiting to jump out at us,
But change can be helpful, it doesn’t have to be feared.
Evie Webster
Change comes to us like waves crashing,
It arrives and departs whether we want it to or not.
Change is a different world,
It can bring gifts of value or those undesired.
Change is a leaf changing,
It is the river flowing as slow as a sloth.
Change is the moon shimmering.
It is the sunset sky.
Change is a cloud floating by,
It is like weather dancing as beautifully as a butterfly.
Change is around every corner we turn,
But change can be helpful, it doesn’t have to be feared.

The Haselbury Plucknett Charities

Horticultural Services
Grass cutting
Pruning
Planting
Weeding
And more
Local gardener based in Haselbury
Plucknett offering regular and
one-off services. 3 years of practical
experience, currently studying
towards RHS qualifications.
Contact Hugo at:
Mobile: 07757 706 058
Landline: 01460 271024
hammondhorticulture@yahoo.com

Village News
The next issue will be published on
1st April 2022.
If you would like to see something included in the
April issue make sure you get it to us before
Sunday 20th March 2022
Local businesses should ring the Editor
Helena Sturridge on 07802 964949
if they would like to advertise or sponsor the journal, or
email hpnpnews@gmail.com.

–

-

-

Bible Christian Centre
Haselbury Plucknett

Minister: Pastor Andrew Harris – Tel: 01935 864414
Admin: Paula Harris – Tel. 01460 73147 or 01935 864414
Services for February 2022….
Sunday 6

th

March

Sundays 13th,

20th & 27th
March
Other services and Community groups….
Mondays (term
time only)
Mondays
Tuesdays

–

Tuesdays,

–

–

Wednesdays &
Thursdays
Wednesdays
Fridays

-

–
Friday 4th March
Saturday 12

th

Mar

–
–
–

–

-

-

-

Village Services March/April 2022

-

-

-

-

-

St Michael’s Community Orchard
Users of the orchard will notice that
some new trees have been planted.
The children from Haselbury school
wanted to plant some trees to
celebrate the Platinum Jubilee – so
they have planted a Court Royal (a
Somerset cider apple variety) and a
Pitmaston Pineapple (an eating
apple that is meant to
be much liked by
children).
It was lovely to
see the whole school in
the orchard and as well
as planting the trees we
did a small wassail (no
cider was involved). As
well as these trees we
have planted two local varieties to
mark the 10th anniversary of the
orchard (Red Worthy and Cap of
Liberty). These are both rare old
varieties and have been rescued by
a local apple enthusiast who has
grafted them from old trees. Red
Worthy, which was developed by

Porter’s Nursery in Lambrook, was
until very recently last available
commercially in the 1930s. Cap of
Liberty originates from Martock
and was listed in Scott’s catalogue
of 1873. It was widely grown in
South Somerset in the nineteenth
century. The orchard is now pretty
full.
Our next two
maintenance mornings
are, Saturday 5th March
10:30-12:30 and
Saturday 2nd April 10:30
-12:30. As always all are
very welcome to come to
the maintenance
mornings. We rely on
your support to look after the
orchard and keep it going for the
village. If anyone is interested in
community orchard cider, it is
available for supporters of the
orchard so please get in touch.
Matthew Bryant (tel. 73454)

-

-

Haselbury Parish Council Meeting
Oliver Patrick, district councillor
reported concerns about the
phosphate levels in Somerset. Readings taken recently in Small Brook
just downstream of the sewage
plant show that it is
heavily polluted.
The Council has
given its backing to
a monitoring regime
which can be used
to provide data that
will help when putting pressure on
Wessex Water to
deal with the problem.
The Wildlife and
Habitat Group have
submitted plans for
planting some native trees, creating a wildflower area and planting shrubs in the The
Park. There has been a consultation
with Bryan Atherton and there will
be further consultation with the
residents as the project develops
further.
Two new gates have been installed
in Stonage Lane. This is part of a
Council initiative to improve local
footpaths for walkers and their pets
by replacing gates and stiles with
dog friendly access.
The Speedwatch team continues to
report a higher than average number of speeding cars through the

village. Sunday lunchtime has been
noted as a particularly bad time.
A successful tractor run fundraiser,
organised by Mr and Mrs Dear, has
raised enough money
for a second village
defibrillator. Its location has not yet been
settled.
The 100 Club has
donated £400 to
Wildlife and Habitat
Group, for additional
trees in The Park,
The project to make
improvements to the
western access to the
village at Haselbury
Firs has been agreed.
There will be oak bollards, a wildlife hedge, low shrubs and wildflowers. The stone cattle trough will
also be planted up to add colour. It
is a joint project set up between The
Council, The Haselbury in Bloom
team and Bakers Farm.
The next village spring clean will
take place on Sunday 3rd April .
Everyone is invited to join in and
help tidy the village.

The next meeting of the Haselbury
Parish Council will be at the Bible
Christian Church at 7.30pm on
Monday 14th March 2022.

Local walkers should look at https://
www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
somerset which has hundreds of
On Wednesday 30 March the Yeovil Somerset walks to download and
Oddments Theatre will visit St
print, free, it also has books of
Michael’s Haselbury with their new walks, details of all the walking
Passion Play The Road to the Cross. groups in the county and much
The show is a journey through the
more. For more information contact
last seven days of Jesus’s life. For
john@walkinginengland.co.uk
tickets (£12) or more information
please contact Hilde Bucknell
An exhibition of photographs by
01460 76450 hilPauline Rook showing Somerset
de.bucknell@googlemail.com.
rural life in the Blackdown Hills
over two decades is on until 19th
Contributions for the local foodMarch at the Somerset Rural Life
bank, The Lord’s Larder, and crisp Museum. More information at
packets, biscuit wrappers and bread www.swheritage.org.uk.
bags for recycling can all be brought
to St Michael’s and left in the porch The deadline for copy for the next
on the fourth Sunday of the month issue of Village News is 20th March
( The next collection is 27th March). hpnpnews@gmail.com.

In Brief...

St Wulfric’s Folk Club Concert
7.30pm Saturday 2nd April 2022
At St Michael’s & All Angels, Haselbury Plucknett
Folk singer, master performer and guitarist

Kevin Dempsey

supported by local folk group Toadflax, singers Mel and Julie,
traditional dancing by The Knights of King Ina and a special
performance of an original work on the life of St Wulfric
by Julian Brooks.

