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I guess like everyone else I feel betwixt and between right
now. Churches, pubs, shops and other venues are sort of
open, but they do not feel quite like what we were used to; we
are not quite in lockdown but we are not out of it either. The
dreary repetition of vaccine / infection numbers given daily
on the news, feels like productivity announcements in some
old Soviet style factory. Plans have to remain fluid. Having
said that, we have rescheduled the meeting at Haselbury
Church for the week after (see details further in the magazine page 29) on 21st July. We hope you will be able to come and share
any ideas you have.
Churches are open again and all the necessary arrangements are
well rehearsed to make coming along safe. We are not able to sing together yet and we still have to wear masks but it is good to be able to worship
together. Haselbury is planning an outdoor service in the Community
Orchard at some stage over the summer – where we will be able to sing!
Both villages organised tidying up days and it was good that so
many turned out – I am sure reflecting that desire to do something together. With the summer holidays fast approaching, I do hope people are
able to discover relaxing and rewarding ways of spending time together
and that families and friends can meet up once again confident that they
do so in safety. Have a great summer.
Jonathan Morris
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Esme’s Escape – Luxury Shepherd’s Hut
‘Triple award winning, luxury glamping
accommodation. This 1940s land-girl (Esme Brister) inspired
Shepherd’s Hut has won ‘Best Boutique Stay’ in Muddy
Stilettos Somerset, plus Silver in both ‘Glamping Accommodation’ and ‘New
Business’ categories in the Bristol, Bath and Somerset Tourism Awards 2019/20.
The log-fired hot tub has been incredibly popular, guests often take a short walk to
eat at the White Horse and then return to enjoy a long, neck deep soak in the tub.
Glampers compliment the styling, the attention to detail, the comfy bed, the HOT
TUB, it’s peaceful, private location and the cosiness, even during the depths of
winter thanks to the log burner.
Geography makes no difference to those who stay, our closest guests travelled just
two miles while our furthest came from New Zealand. Book ahead to avoid
disappointment.
Gift Vouchers are available, call Karen to arrange.

Karen Mitchell 01460 73715 07968 505337
www.esmes-escape.co.uk
www.faceook.com/esmes-escape
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Way up in the air, in a beautiful balloon
There are few sights more tranquil than a hot air balloon passing
silently through the skies. North Perrott’s resident aeronauts tell
us something of the view from up there.
Rob and Ester Scott remember the
most perfect moment in their ballooning career – hovering barely
two inches above a field of yellow
sunflowers in France. Ester
stretched out and
plucked one, just
catching sight of the
farmer across the field
waving, not in anger,
but to encourage them
to help themselves to
a few more. France, is
good ballooning territory. Flat open fields,
easy access, no hedgerows to get caught in and farmers
“who seem to see themselves as custodians of the land” says Rob. They
are not just welcoming “they enjoy
having you on their farm,” he says.
The ballooning season is
roughly May to October. Rob and
Ester have permission to take off
from a number of sites around us
including Haselbury Mill, and the
cricket club. Easily recognised their
balloon has XXXs on its envelope
(the balloon to you and me). Rob is
a fully qualified balloonist, Ester is
very experienced, but has yet to
complete all the required written
exams in meteorology, air law, navigation, balloon systems. The passion started with a single flight offered to Rob as a birthday present

by a friend back in 1996 – what followed developed into a ballooning
partnership with his teacher and
mentor Paul Giles and a focus that
has shaped his life. Even though
work briefly took Rob
back to his home county of Derby, when the
job came to an end he
and Ester found themselves coming back
here to where the ballooning is simply better, Ballooning is about
wind and weather, and
about teamwork he
explains. It takes a team to get you
out of the garage and into the air,
friends on the ground ready to retrieve you when you land unexpectedly in a farmer’s field, people to
help pack up the envelope in time
for all of you to get to the pub before
closing. “Once you are up there,
you are totally reliant on the wind,
when you land what you are hoping
for is a friendly landowner”. If you
meet the Scotts in the Manor Arms
they will tell you of some of the
hairier moments avoiding pylons,
getting caught in branches, bumpy
landings and gun toting farmers.
Asked what are the special qualities
that matter most in a good balloonist, they both agree the answer is,
“cautious optimism”.
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Light at the end of the Parrett tunnel?
The pedestrian tunnel under the A30 has been blocked since
2006. Oliver Patrick argues now is the time to reopen it and let
walkers cross in safety. Are you in support of his campaign?
since 2006. I believe that now is the
time to unblock this tunnel, reopening it for pedestrian use - but we
need your help! South Somerset District Council (SSDC) needs to be
satisfied that there is sufficient
community interest in spending
time and money on this project.
Therefore, in conjunction with
parish, district, and county ouncillors, as well as community groups
from surrounding villages, I am
gathering evidence to nudge SSDC
into taking action. If you are in support then you can help by signing
the petition and getting in touch to
tell me how you would benefit from
this tunnel being reopened. I’m particularly keen to hear from any community groups that would see a particular benefit for their members
from this tunnel being usable.
Oliver Patrick South Somerset
District Councillor

Coronavirus has caused enormous
upheaval in our lives in so many
ways, but I like to find the positive
wherever I can. One of the positives
of Covid is that many of us had time
to reconnect with the beautiful area
in which we live. Utilising our oncedaily exercise allowance to maximum effect, people went on long
walks – rediscovering the ancient
footpaths that have criss-crossed
and connected our villages for centuries.
Many readers will know that
one of these paths is a long-distance
route called the Parrett Trail, which
follows the course of the River Parrett from source (near Chedington)
to mouth (Bridgwater Bay) for 50
(ish) miles. Users of the Parrett
Trail will be aware that the route
between Merriott and North Perrott
crosses the A30 and is very dangerous (particularly if, like I did recently, you take children with you).
However, there is a perfectly safe
pedestrian tunnel running under
the busy A30 that has been blocked

Should the tunnel be cleared?
If you would like to see the Council
take action the petition can be
found at: www.change.org/parretttrail and the councillor would like
to hear your thoughts on how community groups might benefit. He
would welcome your email:
oliver.patrick
@southsomerset.gov.uk
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- 24 hour Emergency Service
- Locks changed, repaired & replaced
- New locks fitted
- UPVC door & window service
- Key cutting on site
For a free non-obligation quotation,
please contact me today.
OAP discounts given and no VAT to
pay.
Mobile: 07541 697203
Tel: 01460 75038
E-mail: adamslocks@hotmail.co.uk
www.adams-locks.co.uk
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Textiles for a better planet
Today’s A Level students are tomorrow’s fabric designers.
But the coolest clothes, will put sustainability first. Millie Dyer
shares her sources of inspiration, and some new techniques.
Who knew that a dissolvable fabric
could be made from combining
scraps of material, threads and
plastics? North Perrott resident
Millie Dyer has used this technology to create a corset top for her A
Level textiles project that fully reflects her commitment to sustainability. 17-year-old Millie has lived
in North Perrott all her life. A pupil
at Misterton Primary, she then
went to Parrot and Axe,
Beaminster School and
then to Exeter College
where she is studying
Textiles, Sociology and
Fine Art at A Level.
You may not think
that growing up in a rural village and spending
weekends working in the
Farm Shop would lead to
a love of fashion and textiles, but
Millie will prove you wrong. As part
of her first year project, Millie chose
the theme of water and pollution as
a stimulus for creating her final
piece. Inspired by the recent movements on social media to boycott
fast fashion brands, she chose to
create her piece completely out of
sustainable and recycled fabrics. By
placing two layers of material together and then putting scraps of
fabric in between them and embroidering over the top, Millie created a
dissolvable fabric which she could

then wash away to leave a lace effect. She even included litter in the
fabric, salvaged from the Parratt, to
make a political statement about
the issue of waste and landfill in
rural areas. Millie used almost 100
percent recycled materials for her
piece. She sourced a lot of her fabric
from old shirts which she found in
charity shops. To represent her
theme of water, she created a coloured marble effect on
her fabric using sustainable inks which she
made herself using organic pigments. This fabric was used in the panelled section of her corset
(pictured).
Millie and her contemporaries, are creating
their wardrobe from preloved clothing, whether that’s
through charity shopping, vintage
kilo sales (where clothes are bought
by weight) or by using marketplace
apps such as Depop and Vinted. It’s
the most affordable way of staying
on trend whilst also being ecofriendly and sustainable, something
which her generation is very passionate about, and which will in
time change the fashion industry.
All Millie’s hard work paid off as at
the end of the year she received an
A grade for her work.
Daisy Barker
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Good value locally grown plants.
Delicatessen and Seasonal Vegetables.
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St Michael’s Community Orchard
Are you up for the Apple-Pickers Ball? Cider making in
October, or just the next maintenance day? Read on.
A huge thank you to everyone who came
along and supported our maintenance
morning at the start of June. It was a
record turn out and lots of
good work was done in the
orchard. Fingers crossed
that the Village in Bloom
competition can go ahead at
the start of July – the judges
are due to come to the orchard on 1st July.
Our next maintenance mornings are on Saturday 3rd July and then Saturday 4th September, both 10:30-12:30. Bring your
own tools for clearing around the trees
and around the boundaries of the orchard – and bring a bottle if you’d like
to take away some community orchard
cider.
We are in the middle of the “June
drop” at the moment – the period in the
orchard year when the trees lose some of
the small apples that have been set, so it

is only as we go into July that we will
get a proper idea of how healthy the
apple crop will be … let’s hope the trees
thrive even though we were
not able to wassail them in
January.
As we look towards
the autumn we are likely
(Covid permitting) to be
having an open cider making day on Saturday 2nd October and then our annual
barn dance – the Apple
Pickers’ Ball.
If you would like to volunteer to
help with teas and cake for the cider
making or with serving food or running
the bar at the Apple Pickers’ Ball, please
do get in touch
Matthew Bryant
All offers of help are gratefully received.
Tel 73454
bryant.haselbury@gmail.com
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The taste of the milk on your doorstep
Eastfield Farm has some of the latest dairy technology, and it is
helping to put the very best organic whole milk, if not on your
doorstep, at least in a vending machine nearby.
For most cows lockdown has probably
made little difference to life. But for the
320 Jersey-Friesian crosses who graze
the fields at Eastfield Farm it was the
start of a whole new way of doing things.
Last February they were introduced to
robotic milking. Matt and Coral Senior
farm the organic dairy herd at Eastfield
where Holy Cow milk is made, and from
where it supplies
the vending machine in North
Perrott.
It’s a
huge change “I
used to spend
seven hours a
day milking,
every day of the
week” explains Coral. “I don’t do any
milking now. It doesn’t mean we don’t
spend time observing the cows,” she explains, “but instead of being at the back
end of the cow in the milking shed we go
and meet the front end out in the fields”.
The collars around the cows’
necks provide a continuous stream of
information about the health, eating behaviour, and general welfare of each animal, and Coral, and Rachael who works
alongside her, know from the data precisely which cows need attention on a
given day. Instead of waiting until a cow
has developed symptoms, they can see
from the data if an animal is off her food
or has a temperature, and take action.
Better for farmers and better for cows
who get to choose when and how often
they want to be milked.
The business proposition of the
farm is to make their organic milk the
best it can be, supported by the technolo-

gy that makes business sense. A key part
of the strategy is to grow the direct to
customer part of the business. They want
everyone to taste milk from a single, local herd. Lockdown has helped with that
part of the mission as the public’s enthusiasm for high quality food during the
pandemic has taken Holy Cow from a
single machine to five in the area.
The Seniors have been
committed to
organic farming
from the start.
They both come
from nonfarming families
but decided early in life to opt
for dairy farming. Without family connections their route in, was to find a
shared ownership arrangement with an
investor. In their case one who is himself
a farmer committed to a long term organic future but also someone who is a former banker and has access to the funds
that make it possible to invest for the
long term.
Although 70% of their milk still
goes into Arla’s organic supply the other
30% goes direct into the Holy Cow business which sells the milk locally. “You
can taste it” explains Coral “The taste
changes with the season, and with the
kind of grass that the cows are eating.
Lush summer grass is sweeter, whilst
cows wintering on sileage have milk with
more butter fat.” Matt and Coral are
committed to sharing their knowledge of
dairy with the next generation and are
keen to invite local schools to come and
see how the best milk is produced.
11

The White Horse
Haselbury Plucknett
Thank you so much for your wonderful support, we have loved to see so many of our
customers back in the pub!
We are open for booking only and look forward to welcoming you to the White Horse
Many thanks, Richard, Rebecca, and the
White Horse team.
Please visit our website for more details
www.thewhitehorsehaselbury.com or
call 01460 78873
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HOSKYNS MEMORIAL
HALL
NORTH PERROTT
Registered Charity 1029582

In accordance with the new government lockdown rules please note
the amended diary dates below.

COFFEE AND CHAT
reopening July19th

Pop in for that long-awaited community catchup!
50p including biscuits.
Resuming as normal every Monday excluding bank
holidays 10.30 - 12 noon
Everyone welcome.
Do contact us if you’d like to help occasionally on the Rota.

AGM

August 3rd
7.00pm Welcome glass of wine & nibbles
7.30pm-9.00pm AGM

There are over 101 ways to use a village hall! Come along and tell us
your thoughts.

For news on events and clubs also see us on Facebook or contact Sam 07974 620859
COVID COMPLIANT. The Hoskyns Memorial Hall will be operating in accordance with the latest government guidelines to ensure safety and security. The
hall offers excellent facilities and is available for hire.

13

The Haselbury 100 Club is set to return
These unprecedented times have forced
us to suspend the activities that enrich
the life of our village. However, as restrictions continue to be lifted and life
resumes a more recognisable form, we
can once again turn our attention to the
pursuits and interests that make this
community unique.
The 100 Club is set to return. It is
a licensed lottery run by the HP Parish
Council with the aim of raising funds for
deserving clubs and groups; the first
draw will take place at the September
Council meeting. Why not be in with a
chance of winning a cash prize every
month whilst supporting the good work
of local groups? Draw numbers cost £10
each for one full calendar year’s membership and tickets will be sold throughout July and August. Tickets are availa-

Horticultural Services

ble from Parish councillors or email deborahboyse@gmail.com or phone:
279632. This is a great way to support a
range of village pursuits and help kick
start what we hope will be an actionpacked year!
If you wish to apply for a grant,
email haselburyclerk@gmail.com
for an application form. The Council
will consider the merit of all applications
throughout the year. All we ask of successful applicants is that they complete a
short evaluation form and if appropriate,
that you send us pictures so that we can
post them on social media and show off
what you have accomplished.
Follow us on Instagram for updates
@haselburypc. Or go to our Facebook page: Haselbury Plucknett
Community @HPCsomerset

Crowning Glory

Grass cutting
Pruning
Planting
Weeding
And more

Mobile hairdresser
Salon quality hairdressing in your
own home, reasonable rates and
fully insured.

Local gardener based in Haselbury
Plucknett offering regular and one
off services. 3 years of practical
experience, currently studying towards RHS qualifications.

Please call me to arrange an
appointment or to discuss your
needs!
Jessica Andrews 01460 929255 or
07740 817137

Contact Hugo at:
Mobile: 07757 706 058
Landline: 01460 271024
hammondhorticulture@yahoo.com
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Reflections on our gardening
The young horticulturalists of Haselbury school share their
thoughts on growing their own vegetables and their
hopes for their harvest to come
Over the past year we have been
gardening at school and we have
planted broad beans, onions and a
lot more, more than I can list! We
started by collecting marigold seeds
and when it was time, we planted
them (it was fun). I cannot forget to
tell you we planted potatoes too.
Every evening we water the flowers
and plants. My favourite thing we
have planted is the potatoes and I
can’t wait to eat them with mint.
My class and I are very excited to
eat them.
Poppy Spurway

We collected marigold seeds all the
way back in September. We planted
the seeds in spring and we have
kept watering them (and looking
after them). We have also been
planting potatoes, peas, runner
beans, courgettes and carrots. It
has been really fun planting them
and we have put broken eggshells
near some of the plants to stop
slugs and snails from eating them.
We have also planted onions, lettuces and rainbow chard. I can’t
wait to try them all, especially the
potatoes.
Evie Webster
We have had a lot of fun gardening
this year. We started small like
marigold seeds. Then it got more
intense with tomatoes, lettuce. onions, chard and potatoes! I am look-

ing forward to tasting the potatoes
and the carrots.
Tessa Hayes
It all began when Mrs Farrant and
Mrs Taylor thought it would be
good for us to do some gardening in
forest school every Friday. So we
did! We planted flowers and vegetables. We planted beans, onions, radish, lettuce, the marigold seeds we
had collected and yummy potatoes!
We will enjoy them soon when
they’re grown.
Ebony Slade
We started our gardening adventure by collecting marigold seeds
and keeping them in an envelope on
our class windowsill. When it was
time to plant them we gently made
them a snuggly bed and left them to
grow (we hoped into vibrant marigolds) in our school greenhouse. In
October, we had great fun weeding
the vegetable beds and then we
planted onions and broad beans in
them. After that we just left them
and didn’t do much because of lock
down! When we returned to school
the real planting began! Now we
are waiting for them to grow. We
can’t wait to try the potatoes, carrots and peas we think they will be
delicious especially with mint!
Jasmine, Robbie and James R
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NICK RUTTER

Complementary Therapy
for Body & Mind

CHIMNEY SWEEP
Experienced, Approved
Established 10 Years
All types of fires and
appliances cleaned with
brush and vacuum
Full insurance valid
Certificate issued with
every visit
Tel: 01460 52951
www.guildofmastersweeps
chimneysweeps.co.uk

Through its holistic approach to stress
reduction and relaxation, Reiki
stimulates and strengthens the body’s
capacity to self-heal, restoring inner
balance and promoting wellbeing

www.somersetreiki.com
Sara Morley
sara@somersetreiki.com
07484 636577
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Haselbury Wildife and Habitats Group
I have just
seen my first
Painted Lady
butterfly of the
year! Always
such a joy as
they have
come from Africa or the
Middle East over vast bodies of water. Tortoiseshells and Red Admirals and the occasional Peacock
have been around for a while so
nurture your nettles to help them
and ladybirds breed successfully.
We had a Hummingbird
hawkmoth on the valerian ( of
which we have a lot!), a Greater
Spotted woodpecker in a birch tree
(making me think we had Deathwatch beetle until I realised it was
coming from outside!) and Green
woodpeckers on the grass invading
the ants’ nests, all in the space of a
few hours. Our wild garden is host
to so many species. I love it.
Back in March 2020 I was
nominated and elected as Haselbury Plucknett Parish Council Environmental Champion. The role is
loosely to liaise with county, district
and parish councils over ways to
implement more environmentally
friendly policies and to find projects
to help counteract global warming.
My main interest being wildlife and
rewilding, I started to look for a
project to involve the whole community. Over the years many people
have commented on how nice it

would be to have trees along
Claycastle Lane (off Claycastle), so
that is what we hope to do. A plan
had to be drawn up for both the parish and county councils to approve,
involving the landowner, county
arborist, county ecologist and county highways. We have the full support of the landowner and Parish
Council. The plan is with Somerset
County Council now and once
passed, we can move forward with
the Wildlife and Habitats Group
coordinating its implementation.
We will be fundraising and
applying for grants and hope that
anyone who wishes can be involved
in some way. Look out for updates.
The group has also, thanks to
Matthew Bryant, been working on
the Glebe Field - the bottom bit of
the community orchard - to create a
woodland and wildlife area. Julian
Brooks planted some native trees
there in 2019 which is a really good
start. A path has been made
around the edge to enable people to
walk around it without disturbing
the saplings or wildlife. Bear with
us please - it’s a work in progress!
I hope by September that we
will have all enjoyed a good summer
and that Covid-19 will be more controllable and less devastating in the
future. We are lucky to live in
these villages with clean air and
countryside surrounding us so lets
all make the most of it.
Alison (Tel: 72973)
alijoscott@gmail.com

17

Welcome to Haselbury Spirit Ltd
Gins, Rum & Liqueurs
Available from North Perrott Farm Shop or online
www.haselburyspirit.com

FOR ALL YOUR WINDOW, DOOR AND CONSERVATORY
NEEDS
We are specialist
suppliers and
installers of PVCu
and aluminium
windows, doors and
conservatories. We
fully employ all of our
fitters and glaziers,
and manufacture
sealed units in our
factory in Crewkerne.

01460 73570

www.allglass-glazing.co.uk
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The Women’s Institute
Haselbury WI held its Annual
Meeting in June, enjoying a cream
tea at Haselbury Mill as a reward
for their diligence.
Members voted in favour of
the national WI resolution on raising awareness of ovarian cancer.
We had hoped that a more ‘normal’
meeting could be held on 7th July,
but continuing Covid restrictions
mean that any indoor meetings that
we organise must have limited
numbers. Any ladies hoping to attend must book in advance by email
or by phoning Barbara on 01460
73141.
The intention for 4th August
is that we’ll go for a short walk followed by another cream tea. Please

phone Barbara (73141) or Gill
(271134) nearer the time for details.
Please be prepared to leave a message if we are out.
Our September meeting will
be held somehow, somewhere on
Wednesday 1st September. With
luck after that, we’ll recommence
functioning as a regular WI with
monthly meetings on the first
Wednesday of every month.

The WI was set up in 1915 to give
women a voice and to be a force for
good in the community. Today it is
the largest women’s organisation in
the UK . For information about the
WI, phone Gill 271134, or Barbara
73141.
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Double Glazing Repairs
Your Locally Established Experts In All Forms Of
Double Glazed Window & Door Repairs
We Specialise In Repairs, Refurbishment andm Replacement,
Misted Up Double Glazed Units,
Handles, Hinges, Locks, Glass,
Patio Door Rollers,
Letterboxes, Conservatory Roof Cleaning.
Installation of Secondary Double Glazing and
Replacement Guttering, Facia & Weatherboarding.
Repairs Are Cheaper Than You Think! Save ££££’s
Call For A FREE, Honest, No Obligation Quote
We’re Not Just Another Double Glazing Company, We’re The Specialists In Our Field
The Care & Repair Company

01460 72142
Passmores Ltd

Home Delivery—Newspapers * Groceries * Magazines
A top quality reliable service, whatever the weather.
Deliveries 7 days a week.
(excl. Christmas, Boxing and New Year)
Tel 07368 411662
passmoresltd@gmail.com

The Little Curtain

WASHER WOMEN

BEAUTIFUL FABRICS, HANDMADE
CURTAINS,
BLINDS & SOFT FURNISHINGS

washing and ironing service
or ironing only
collection and delivery included
based in Haselbury Plucknett
for more information please
Contact Sam on 07813 165696

t: 07891 115140
e: kathyjrobins@yahoo.co.uk
www.thelittlecurtainworkshop.co.uk
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Bible Christian Centre
Haselbury Plucknett

Minister: Pastor Andrew Harris – Tel: 01935 864414
Admin: Paula Harris – Tel. 01460 73147 or 01935 864414
www.biblechristiancentre.org.uk
Services for July / August 2021….
Sundays

10am Family celebration @BCC and Facebook
Live.

If you have children that would like to come, please let us
know by email, using the address below, to make sure there
is a craft pack ready for your child.

11am Believers’ service @ BCC and Facebook Live
Other services and Community groups….
Mondays

Tuesdays &
Thursdays
Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Friday 23rd July

10am Little Wrigglers. Toddler group.
Contact Andrew / Paula Harris 01935 864414
Last one – 19th July before Summer Holidays
Returns – 13th September 2021
10am – 12 noon Oasis Coffee shop.
Speciality coffees and teas, delicious
homemade cakes, tray bakes, savoury scones,
toast and toasted teacakes.
Photocopying and laminating service available.

10am - Prayer meeting @ BCC and Zoom
7:30pm - Question Time - Zoom
10:30am Morning devotion with Communion @
BCC and Zoom.
10am – Walking group. Meet in BCC car park.

If you would like to join the Zoom meetings, or reserve a child’s craft
pack for the Family Celebration service, please contact
andrew.paula2@btinternet.com for details
‘But those who drink the water I give will never be thirsty again. It
becomes a fresh, bubbling spring within them, giving them eternal
life.’
(John 4:14)
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At Haselbury Plucknett Pre-School, we offer high quality Early Years
Education and Care for children from 2 to 5 years old.
Open Monday to Friday, 9:00am – 3:00pm, term time only.
We offer 30 hours FREE education to eligible families.
For more information please contact us
Telephone: 01460 72833
Email: haselburyplucknettschool@educ.somerset.gov.uk
Website: www.haselburyplucknettschool.co.uk
Facebook: @HPpresch
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MANOR ARMS NORTH PERROTT Tel: 01460 72901
www.manorarms.net
FINE CASK ALES

FREE HOUSE

THE PLACE TO BE

DIARY OF EVENTS FOR JULY & AUGUST 2021

Monday 19th JULY - WESSEX MORRIS MEN will be dancing
on the Village Green from 8.30pm and afterwards playing
and singing in the pub. Please come and support them &
join us for a drink.
SUNDAY 15th AUGUST – CHARITY “GIN DIG”
MUSICAL EVENT IN PUB GARDEN from 12.30
To include:- BBQ until 3pm & GIN TASTING. Bookings only
by ticket @£10pp. Bar open, come and enjoy. Bring a coat
or good weather!
Music by our friendly local band”ONE FOOT IN THE
GROOVE” All profits to THE YDH HOSPITAL BREAST CANCER
UNIT APPEAL
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The Gardening Club is reopening the gate
A warm greeting to every one of our
members and to those amongst us
who not members, yet!
How long has it been? It feels
like years. It seems as though we
are moving into the “warm sunlit
uplands” and at last we are coming
to a time when restrictions will be
lifted. How normal life will be is
moot. Looking back over he last few
months of lockdown
there were lots of depressing times. Times
when you couldn’t
meet with your
friends, times when
you couldn’t meet
with your relatives,
times when you
couldn’t meet in the local for drink
with friends. But there were also
upsides, all that time to spend in
the garden, walking in fields and
orchards and greeting fellow villagers, the quiet and the rediscovery of
birdsong. We had the time to look
at nature.
My rewilded garden is full of
flowers and I have replaced many of
the traditional perennials with
more, large, open plants for the pollinators.,In a section of one bed, I
have planted a number of Caraway.
Caraway, Carum Carvi is a biennial
with finely divided leaves and small
white flowers in umbels, followed
by aromatic seeds. Of course letting plants grow brings its own
problems, like the massive takeover by Golden Rod. This is very

attractive to bees, hoverflies and
several species of moths, so is a
very welcome flower in my garden.
But it will have to be controlled.
Rewilding is rooted in a mind
-set that puts nature and natural
processes first, flipping traditional
gardening on its head. It’s hard
sometimes to look at your garden
and see the “mess”, long grass, piles
of wood rotting, and
witness the formal
cottage garden disappearing. Soon however the beauty of the
raggedness becomes
apparent, a different
sort of beauty. The
sea of flower-heads
and the number of insects, birds
and mammals also brings a great
deal of pleasure.
Our plans for after the big
lift? We have a speaker who is able
to come and talk to us on the 20th.
July, Marion Dale , her talk is entitled “Where did our favourite flowers come from?” That sounds fascinating. However the talk is very
close to lift date so we are in talks
with the Village Hall Committee to
be sure of what regulations will be
in place. Rest assured that the
Gardening Club will be Covid safe.
Bryan Atherton
The Gardening Club meets on the
3rd Tuesday of the month 7pm in the
Hoskyns Memorial Hall. New members are always welcome contact Ian
Bevan Mogg on 74652
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Village News
We are waiting to hear from you
As we come out of lockdown make sure you keep us
informed of all upcoming local events.
If your club or group is looking for members, or a
community activity needs volunteers let us know.
Deadline for copy and ideas for the September issue
is Tuesday 17th August 2021
A special thank you to all those who help with printing and distributing the journal. If you can help in
anyway get in touch
Hpnp-parishnews@hotmail.co.uk
Weather Notes
May was a particularly wet month
with 173.3mm (6.8 inches), the wettest since I started recording rain in
1971. The previous high was in
1979 with 162.1mm (6.4 inches). It
was a relatively cool month, the
mean of 11.3C being 1.4C less than
average. The 22 raindays probably
caused the reduction in sunhours to
73% of normal. There was thunder
and lightning in the afternoon of
the 17th. On the Wadham Estate,
Crewkerne, lightning struck a
chimney causing it to fall, damage
the roof and smash a glass conservatory. Electrical appliances in the
immediate area were damaged.

Lightning occurs when an electrical
charge difference builds up in a
cloud due to rising raindrops or
hail, in warm weather. Negative
charge builds up at the base of the
cloud, and the electrons near the
ground’s surface are repelled, giving the ground a positive charge.
Eventually the cloud-ground charge
difference becomes too large and a
lightning strike between the cloud
and ground results.
John Kellaway
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The Haselbury Plucknett Charities
Registered Charity No 201573

If you live in Haselbury and are leaving school this summer you
have until September to apply for a helping hand.
The Haselbury Charities is a trust
with a small annual income. The
three old charities were founded to
support the poor, the elderly and
the sick of the parish, and to help
provide education or tools for work
for young people.
With low interest rates, we
have only a small amount to give
out each year. We aim to give
grants where the need is greatest
but we consider all applications.
As young people plan their
futures, there are often unexpected
expenses, such as bus passes, equipment or materials for courses. Anyone living in Haselbury and leaving
school this summer to go to college,
university or to start work, may apply for a small grant that could
make a big difference. The deadline

for applications is 3rd September.
Apply by letter to: The Secretary to
the Trustees, Stonehayes, Haselbury Plucknett, TA18 7PH.
Help us – just give us a Smile
Anyone shopping online can supplement our income. The Haselbury
Plucknett Charities registered last
year as an Amazon Smile good
cause. If you nominate Mary Ann
Wood for Poor of Haselbury Plucknett as your chosen charity at
smile.amazon.co.uk, Amazon will
donate 0.5% to us every time you
shop, at no cost to you. Even at a
few pence a time, this mounts up
and boosts our annual income.
Charities don’t come much more
local than ours. This money will be
used for your fellow villagers in

We specialise in beautiful, well-priced vintage
mirrors. Many are sourced in France.

VISIT US AT THE EMPORIUM
39 PRINCES STREET, YEOVIL BA20
1EG
Open Mon - Sat 9 - 5.30
See a selection on Instagram: chalk and chisel
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need. Log in to
smile.Amazon and
please select the charity Mary Ann Wood for
the Poor of Haselbury
Plucknett as your Amazon Smile good cause.
Keep smiling, because
you can rest assured
that only genuine deserving local cases will
benefit from your
thoughtful gesture.
Thank you.

In brief...

hills, so congratulations to children
of years 3-7 who managed the hike.

Following the death of Terry Johnson the family would like to thank
all their friends and neighbours for
their kind expressions of sympathy
and to those who have donated to
the Smile Train charity. Terry and
his wife Barbara have been Castleton residents for well over half a
century. Smile Train is an international charity that supports the surgery and care needed by children
with clefts.

Wessex Morris Men will be dancing
outside the Manor Arms at North
Perrott on Monday 19th July. Theywill be there to dance at 8.30pm
and the pub is opening to welcome
them. This will be their first dance
date since coming out of lockdown
so they are hoping for a good turnout to celebrate. They have been
practising in members’ gardens but
its not the same as with an audience. So come along and support
Perrott Hill pupils took on the Four your local Morris Men.
Hills Challenge last month to raise
funds for St Martin’s Church and
Thank you to all those who turned
Key4Life – a prisoners rehabilitaout to litter-pick in Haselbury
tion charity. Four miles and four
Plucknett on Sunday 6th June, and

IAN CROSSLAND
4 The Green, Stoford, Yeovil, BA22 9UD
Tel: 01935 411813
Mob: 07811 070 498

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
•
•
•
•
•

Carpentry
Hanging Doors, replacing skirting board and
architrave
Making/restoring leaded windows
Interior and exterior decorating
Wallpapering

No job too small
For a friendly, reliable, local service please give me a call
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in North Perrott the following Sunday 13th June. Thank you also for
the effort that went into cleaning
the road signs. Both villages had a
good turnout and the roadsides are
looking much cleaner as a result.
The Haselbury Parochial Church
Council is holding a meeting to discuss the future of St Michael’s.
They will be presenting some suggestions on how the space might be
used more flexibility, and welcomes
any ideas that might contribute to
the conversation. The Meeting will
start at 7.00pm on 21st July. If you
are not able to attend but have ideas, then please do get in touch. Rev
Jonathan Morris
(jonbea@cooptel.net)

Crewkerne on the 96 bus . We are all
becoming more aware of the need to
avoid car journeys in order to minimise
air pollution. Thanks to vaccinations, it
also seems safer to use public transport.
It is therefore good to know that there is a
convenient bus service between the villages and Crewkerne. (Of course, the bus
the other way goes to Yeovil.) The full
timetable is on display at the bus stop by
the Cross. Here is a note of the most
useful mid-morning buses.
If you ever miss one bus coming
back home, Bibly’s coffee shop serve a
good pot of tea and sandwiches . It’s
also worth remembering that we are more
likely to keep the service if we actually
use it. Use it or lose it!
Buses leave Haselbury at 9.47 and 12.07
and the Manor Arms a few minutes later
and take 15 mins. The return buses leave
the George Hotel 11.45 and 13.30

B. A. Wallbridge
Plumbing & Heating Ltd
07788 710873/01460 271102

Central Heating & Bathroom installations
Oil boiler servicing & repairs
Oftec registered
Water softener installations
Grant boiler specialist
Free estimates
No job too big or small
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Village Services July/August 2021
While the Wulfric Benefice has to manage without a rector in Crewkerne,
the service pattern for the three villages of
Misterton, North Perrott and Haselbury is as shown below.
Date

Misterton

North Perrott

Haselbury

Trinity 5

-

-

-

11 July

11.00 am
Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Holy
Communion

8.00 am
BCP Holy
Communion

4th July

Trinity 6

18 July

Trinity 7

25 July

Trinity 8

9.30 am
Holy
Communion

-

8.00 am
Holy
Communiion

9.30 am
Holy
Communion

11.00 am
Family Worship

11.00 am
Holy
Communion

For the time being we still observe strict COVID precautions,
Social distancing, masks, no singing and fresh air.
No refreshments after the service.
The Rev Jonathan Morris 01460 72356 jonbea@cooptel.net
Reader: Mrs Hilde Bucknell (76450) hilde.bucknell@googlemail.com
CHURCHWARDENS
Haselbury:

Mr Jim Farrant (76233) jim.farrant@btopenworld.com
Mr Julian Brooks (279603) jbrooks967@gmail.com
North Perrott: Mrs Alison Stevens (76214) alisonwstevens@gmail.com
30

Date
1 August
Trinity 9
8 August
Trinity 10

Misterton

North Perrott

Haselbury

-

-

-

11.00 am
Holy
Communion

9.30 am
Holy
Communion

8.00 am
BCP Holy
Communion

15 August
Trinity 11

9.30 am
Holy
Communion

-

22 August
Trinity 12

8.00 am
Holy
Communiion

9.30 am
Holy
Communion

29 August
Trinity 13

11.00 am
Family Worship

11.00 am
Holy
Communion

United Benefice Service
(venue tbc)

Village in Bloom
2021
Doorstep Challenge
RHS Judging takes place 1st July
The planned craft fair and picnic
At St Michael’s Church, Haselbury is postponed
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Join the Editorial Board
Would you like to do your bit to help this community thrive? This
is an opportunity to support your village magazine
The Village News is actively looking
to recruit an Editorial Board. It will
need a diverse group of residents
who want to see the journal survive
and make a practical contribution
to strengthening our sense of community, and making these villages
a great place for us all to live.
The role of the Board will be
to make sure the journal is in contact with a broad spread of the families that live here, with the different generations and with a wide
range of interests. You don’t need to
have a loud voice to apply, it is

more important that you are keen
to help foster our post-pandemic
community. What will be involved?
It will not be a big time commitment, but you will need to be willing to keep in touch by email, phone
or the occasional chat over a cup of
tea or coffee.
If you are interested in joining us please email or phone and
tell us about the perspective you
would like to bring. Helena Sturridge, The Editor, Village News
hpnp-parishnews@hotmail.co.uk or
phone 07802 964949

Advertising

The next issue of the Village News will be published in September.
The last date for submitting items for publication will be Thursday 19th August 2021

The Village News is circulated to every household in
Haselbury Plucknett and North Perrott. If you have a local business you would benefit from advertising here. The
magazine publishes 10 times a year. Ads for the next issue need to be ready by 17th August 2021
Rates for the full year are:
Full Page
Half Page
Quarter Page
Eighth Page

£110
£50
£30
£20

Contact hpnp-parparishnews@hotmail.co.uk
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